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every possible way by their ever more aggressive European neigh-
bours, the Chinese people once more rose in rebellion in 1911, and
this time they were successful, for the Manchu dynasty was
abolished, and China became a republic.
By this time, however, the Chinese had learned the lesson that
the nations of the West are not primarily interested in chapters
frpm the writings of Confucius, but care much more for coal con-
cessions and iron concessions and oil concessions, and that there-
fore those possessed of these valuable raw materials must either
know how to defend their property or sink it to the bottom of the
ocean if they want it to be absolutely safe. In short, China began
to recognize the necessity of following the example of Japan by
taking a short course in ' Westernization/ Foreign teachers were
engaged from all over the world, but principally from Japan,
which was nearby and handy.
In the meantime Russia had started upon its ambitious plan to
convert one-sixth of the world into an industrial State, adminis-
tered according to the gospel of Saint Marx; and Russia, being a
very close neighbour of China, could whisper strange words into
the ears of the long-suffering coolies who had been born to sweat
and work, no matter who ruled them or whether they were being
exploited by the English or the French or the Japanese.
The result of all these conflicting ideas, plans, and emotions is
the chaos which has descended upon China since the end of the
Great War, during which it was forced to take the side of the Allies
in a quarrel in which, as usual, it had nothing to gain and a great
deal to lose.
I am no prophet I don't know what will happen during the
next ten or fifteen years. Conditions probably won't change very
much, for poor China tried too late to catch up with the procession.
But may the good Lord have mercy upon us if she ever docs, for,
oh, what a bill we shall then have to pay!